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Aviation

Aviation is a key component of the logistics 
chain and can offer increased speed and 
efficiency in the transport of goods. Importantly, 
aviation has unique applicable laws and 
complexities, which may involve contracting, 
limitations of liability, environmental and energy 
concerns, injury/tort, sanctions, and the 
transport of hazardous materials. In addition, 
certain localities have jurisdiction-specific 
regulations governing aviation in the logistics 
context.

How we can help

Our global aviation team understands that 
logistics stakeholders must be nimble in 
addressing changes and challenges. Our 
team consists of the full spectrum of aviation 
professions with logistics proficiency, particularly 
with air charters, wet leasing and other “on 
demand” fleet management and short notice lift 
requirements.

Shipping

Shipping, in particular container shipping, is the 
main stay of the world economy. That resource 
has been strained over past years, from missile 
attacks requiring vessels to re-route around the 
Cape of Good Hope, to delays when passing 
from Atlantic to Pacific due to the drought 
affecting the Panama Canal. 

How we can help

We are at the forefront of these developments 
and can provide support both transactional 
(contract terms, financing agreements) 
and litigation covering every aspect of the 
shipping business. As the global logistics 
boom continues at an unprecedented pace, 
Reed Smith can assist with every aspect of 
rolling out or operating a logistics platform for 
shipping needs.

Warehouse (real estate)

Real estate is often a key aspect in the logistics 
space, where large storage sites and port 
terminals are used for the storage and sorting of 
cargo within the logistics chain. Storage facilities 
ensure the safe stowage of cargo on behalf of 
customers and carriers. 

How we can help

The team provide transactional legal support 
for logistics companies on the acquisition, 
development and leasing of storage facilities 
across England and Wales, France and 
Germany. We assist both landlords and 
tenants with the acquisition, development and 
day-to-day legal management of their logistics 
facilities and office spaces.

Distribution Centre

Warehousing, distribution and logistics, including 
last mile delivery (into the consumer’s home) 
is the final and perhaps the most important 
part of the supply chain and logistics process. 
Given the increased demand generated by the 
move to online trading and the development in 
technology and automation, this aspect of the 
logistics process has become an increasingly 
important area of focus for businesses. 

How we can help

We have an industry leading team that has 
strong experience of supporting businesses 
to implement the right logistic solution. The 
team have experience of working with all of 
the main 3PL/4PL suppliers and have good 
familiarity with their standard documentation 
and negotiating positions. The team can help 
businesses with the drafting and negotiation of 
Warehousing and Logistic Agreements, SLAs, 
LOIs and to advise on all related aspects of 
a logistics transaction, including equipment 
supply, transportation, automation and re-fit, 
employment aspects and regulatory/EHS 
aspects.

Terminals – Port

Port logistics is a vital component in the 
fabric of international trade, with seaports are 
figuratively and literally providing the gateway 
to the movement of goods between countries 
and continents. Cargo is received, unloaded, 
verified by Customs, labelled, stored and 
readied for onward transportation by sea, rail 
or road on Port ground. Port operators and 
their subcontractors ensure the safe passage 
of vessels to berth and the movement of goods 
from ship to gate on behalf of customers and 
carriers. 

How we can help

We provide transactional and contentious legal 
support to all the participants moving and 
helping to move between land and water. We 
assist Governments and operators with the 
establishment and operation of port facilities, 
operators and carriers with terms and conditions 
for port use and carriers and customers with 
arrangements for the movement of customer 
goods through the port.

Terminals - Airport

Airports are a key component of the logistics 
chain. On behalf of customers and carriers, air 
cargo is received, unloaded and verified before 
being stored and readied for transportation by 
air freight, ensuring safe passage of goods. 
Moreover, air carriage of dangerous goods 
imposes requirements on several entities in the 
airport context—airlines, freight forwarders, 
ground handlers and shippers all have 
obligations to ensure dangerous goods are 
transported safely and efficiently.

How we can help

We have experience in assisting airports with 
planning and development and operational 
issues across the life cycle of any airports & 
terminals project. This includes anti-corruption, 
business ethics, product regulations and 
modern slavery. We also regularly advise our 
logistics clients on compliance with a full range 
of carriage of dangerous goods regulations.

Road/Rail Transportation 

Our team assist clients in managing their supply 
chains across a range of multi-modal transport 
systems, including road and rail. Our expertise 
covers the financing of all types of rolling stock, 
locomotives and maintenance facilities.

How we can help

We can provide ongoing support on key 
emerging trends affecting the industry that 
impact the supply chain and can use this 
knowledge to support your strategy. From 
ongoing infrastructure and development project 
support, to a fully integrated crisis management 
service to our rail industry clients we can provide 
effective management, control and limitation of 
major incidents, should they arise.

Customs & Border Controls

Bringing goods from one side of a customs 
border to another is risky business. We 
understand logistics companies are used 
to dealing with change and challenges, 
making swift decisions to overcome issues. 
Moving products face duty and tax risks, as 
well as regulatory risks. Having responsive 
and practical regulatory lawyers on hand in 
key locations to provide timely advice and 
solutions is essential. 

How we can help

Wherever possible, we aim to help our clients 
to avoid investigations and enforcement 
action, through proactive advice and clear 
guidance. We advise our clients on all aspects 
of customs law (classification, origin, valuation) 
and procedures (APO, guarantees, IPR, tariff 
quotas, etc.). Through preparation, we help 
our clients to manage duty risks at the border 
and ensure that even the most complex 
supply chains move smoothly. We cover 
all of the key regulatory areas that logistics 
companies will encounter on a daily basis.


	close button: 
	customs & Border controlls: 
	warehouse: 
	terminal airport: 
	terminal port: 
	shipping: 
	aviation: 
	distribution: 
	Road/Rail: 


